
Using MAPS Questions to Analyze a Podcast

(from Hicks Chapter 4, p. 88)

Title of Podcast:

As you listen, consider these questions as a consumer of text. You might also return to these questions as you think through the process of constructing your own podcast as a producer of text.

· How is the piece introduced? What details are given in the overview?
· Does the reporter/narrator start talking immediately? Is there a musical segue? Background sound?
· Who is invited to talk? Experts? Persons on the street? People with similar or conflicting views on the topic?
· What “B roll” audio footage is included? For instance, do ambient noises occur in the setting for the interview, or was it recorded in a sound booth?
· How does the reporter introduce new ideas or transition to contrasting ones?
· Who speaks last? What are the voices, sounds, or music at the close of the piece and how does that leave you with a final impression?
For Further Review

· Look at the sample analysis questions for a research based persuasive podcast and the script requirements for a persuasive book talk. You might use these to help think through the brainstorming/drafting stage of your own podcast. However, you aren’t required to follow either specific set of guidelines.
· Listen to some of the sample podcasts available on the project website. Or listen to different examples from NPR highlighted in the chapter. 

